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Book review 

By Vassiliy Lakhonin, 

Ronaldo Munck, 2004, Globalization and Social Exclusion: A Transformationalist Perspective, 
Bloomfield: Kumarian Press, 224 pages, US$19.00, ISBN-13:978-1565491922. 

There are currently many different interpretations of the ‘globalisation’ phenomenon. 
These interpretations are dependent upon political, economic and social interests and 
factors. The jury is still out as to whether globalisation is an opportunity to create a 
better, more equitable world, or a threat that rejects the customary way of people’s 
lives, resulting in chaos. Ronaldo Munck, the author of Globalization and Social Exclusion, 
writes that he is examining ‘all aspects of poverty, inequality and oppression in the era 
of globalization’ (p. 38). Munck uses an integrated macro (politics and economy) and 
micro (society) conceptual paradigm to construct his study of the processes that 
constraint people’s freedom of choice. His approach allows for a broader understanding 
of social exclusion, poverty and underdevelopment, examining the serious mechanisms 
of global governance, political transformation and economic internationalisation.  

Munck takes the reader ‘beyond the buzzword’ that globalisation has become. Namely, 
he tries to go beyond the number-one concept by which ‘to understand the world 
around us’ and to criticise ‘all that is wrong in the world’ (pp. ix, 1). He attempts to 
deconstruct this abstract notion into the categories that compose globalisation. He 
identifies interrelated aspects of social, economic and political transformations that 
have been caused by globalisation as initial points where humanity started to benefit 
from it, or not. However, he does not dramatise the poverty rates and development 
gaps that exist between the countries. Rather, Munck places his theoretical lens onto the 
issue of social exclusion, and thereby broadens our understanding of its complexity and 
its interconnectedness with other disciplines. One example is the impact of globalisation 
on the world economy, and how it opens domestic markets to the benefit of the 
international corporations and financial sector. This immediately causes inequality and 
exclusion because developed countries benefit much from industrialisation, which 
promotes and perpetuates their economic and political interests at the expense of less 
the developed countries. He writes that ‘economic internationalization is seen to 
undermine national sovereignty and weaken the nation-state’s economic decision-
making power’ (p. 7).  

The structure of the book consists of eight chapters, which expand the main argument 
of the author. His argument involves the examination of globalisation and social 
exclusion derived from different schools of thought, academic disciplines and history. 
In addition, Munck introduces the matter of indicators (variables) that assist in 
measuring the market economy, global governance, political transformations and 
empowerment of people. However, according to Munck, these indicators still seem to 
be abstract and vague and therefore hinder our understanding and need to be further 
studied and measured. The author then changes the direction of his analytical spotlight, 
and shifts from macro perspective toward the micro-social realms. For instance, in 
chapters four to seven he looks at the effect of globalisation on gender and feminism, 
race, migration, class and citizenship. It is necessary to say that the first set of the four 
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chapters mentioned above are presented in a questioning manner, and highlight the 
multiplicity of the factors involved, for example, Globalization - Threat or 
Opportunity?, Poverty or Development, and Global Integration / Social Disintegration. 
This approach I feel engages the reader and makes the book thoughtful and 
informative.  

To sum up, the significance of Munck’s book is that it seeks to examine the general 
concept of globalisation as a crucial factor influencing social exclusion and global 
poverty issues. It highlights the complexity of globalisation and how best to analyse it. 
As we know, the process of globalisation or world capitalism involves the projection of 
political and economic transformations on the social world. He claims to question the 
simple perspectives about global issues, and says we need a multidisciplinary approach 
to understand macro and micro issues. Therefore, his message can be important for the 
study of political science and international relations. Put simply, he makes us reassess 
what globalisation means and what is does to societies, both rich and poor. At the same 
time, I found the book suitable for sociological studies, especially its focus upon social 
issues and phenomena, and in the need to broaden our perspectives, and use a 
multidisciplinary approach.  

As for recommendations and future probable implementation of Munck’s ideas, I 
would like to see more clear and real world examples from a regional Central Asian 
context and its application in the debates about the post-Soviet transformation that we 
see today. I think Central Asia is worth a special mention and application of Munck’s 
macro/micro approach because it too is affected by globalisation. The results of which 
are seen problematic social changes, especially in education, healthcare and state 
welfare services. For instance, the chapter about ‘Race, migration, and Citizenship’ 
identifies the idea of ‘people on the move’, referring to the international migration 
issues, and which is observed within the Central Asia/Eurasia of today. The example of 
migration occurring as a result of globalisation is important here and requires in my 
opinion further clarification and study. I would highlight the need to understand the 
mix of migration, globalisation and social exclusion. This would make Munck’s book a 
good starting point.  
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