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1 
Book review:  

Mark Lynas, The God Species-How Humans Can Really Save the Planet, London: 

HarperCollins, 2012. By Sevket Akyildiz. 

 

A fifty-fifty book! Fifty per cent (or more) is (very readable) science and policy based 

discussion with rational observations made by the author about the potential boundaries or 

tipping points - covering humankind's impact on the natural world - with each boundary 

given a separate chapter: the biodiversity boundary, the climate change boundary, the 

nitrogen boundary, the land use boundary, the freshwater boundary, the toxics boundary, the 

aerosols boundary, the ocean acidification boundary and the ozone layer boundary. Lynas 

says 'Based on the pioneering work of the 29 scientists making up the planetary boundaries 

expert group, this book has made the case that the Earth system has inherent ecological limits 

within it...' (p. 234). His general coverage of the boundaries is very good indeed, concise and 

touches upon all those themes and issues one hears about in the news but perhaps does not 

really fully understand. Lynas explains the tipping points expertly and clearly.  

But, the other fifty per cent of the book (or less) is argument and recommendations based 

upon the author's current views of how we might survive best on earth. Lynas discusses 

possible solutions to the tipping points noted above. Some are logical and do-able, for 

example, his idea that '...each country adds half a per cent to Value Added Tax (VAT) with 

the proceeds raised specifically safeguarded for ecosystem and habitat restoration 

("rewilding")' (p. 133). Other recommendations are more challenging, for instance, he 

supports plant biotechnology: 'Creating new strains of rice, wheat and corn that fix their own 

nitrogen,' (p. 109); he speaks of urban living for the masses and how this will have less 

impact on the natural environment (pp. 134-137); and increased use of nuclear energy--as the 

only serious alternative to fossil fuels (pp. 167-182). Lynas is indeed a plausible and 

knowledgeable writer but you need to make up your own mind about some his 

recommendations. The argument of the book is complex, yet, I feel that Lynas is looking at 

mainstream society and the dominant liberal-capitalist model and trying to accommodate 

these as best possible with the boundaries of ecosystem and vice versa: this is both the 

strength and the weakness of his book. 

Sevket Hylton Akyildiz. 


