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ABSTRACT 

 

Due to the outstanding euphoria that greeted the re-introduction of democracy 

after more than a decade of military dictatorship, Nigeria has been hailed as 

an African democratic state. This article rejects this notion and instead 

attempts to build and proffer alternative models as a way forward for Nigeria. 

It argues that from 1999 until the future, Nigeria still lacks the defining traits 

of a democracy amidst the under-representation of the people’s will. It is hence 

argued that the underlying dangers of not linking up socio-economic 

development to democracy should not be underestimated. The paper further 

canvasses for a new generation of progressive leaders that could establish 

initiatives to spur changes couched within six core principles–fiscal discipline, 

far-reaching electoral reforms, good governance, leadership characterised by 

determinism, socio-economic development and citizen participation. 

 

 

 

This paper is built upon the surreal notion that Nigeria’s political arithmetic 

squarely rests on a curse of chutzpah and a cyclical déjà vu that has assumed a 

form of permeating permanence, especially when it came to the issue of 

elections. On elections and other key features of democracy, there seem to be 

no breaking with the tradition, mainly the existent constitutional hiccups. This 

is made worse, given that the legislators have gingerly bestridden Abuja 

without a wince, except gleaming with euphoria over watered-down 

constitutional amendment. The amendments including the on-going ones added 

to the previous exercise appear to be self-driven, not radical enough, focussed 

on the periphery and so do not qualify as significantly exceptional. It is all 

about ‘how does the next election affect me, what is in it for me?’ It does not 



The Eurasia Studies Society Journal Vol.2. No.3. April 2013                                                
© The Eurasia Studies Society, 2013. All Rights Reserved. 

 

2 
represent that philosophy of ‘what is in it for Nigeria and Nigerians?’ The 

National Assembly (NASS) may be late to realise that in their collective stare 

into the mirror, what stares them back is an injured nation, so badly bruised by 

those whose mandate ought to have been a healing balm to a nation much in 

need of one; especially one in constant struggle for sustainable democracy, 

good governance and development. 

 

This research further explores the negative influence of NASS as 

responsible for the failure in deepening democracy in Nigeria. This is why 

some presidents have made conscious effort at obtaining legislative benefits 

from ‘going public’. This view envisions how such leaders could boost their 

bargaining power vis-à-vis the legislature through plebiscitary appeals to the 

public. Strategic-wise, this is targeted at overcoming his party’s minority status 

in the legislature and/or pass critical legislation when facing resistance.
1
 

 

But, ideally, in a presidential system of government like Nigeria where 

elections of legislative members are independent from the election of the 

president, the legislature ought to be a powerful agenda setter and decision-

maker. The United States is a prime example of areas where the legislature 

have unfettered powers to amend the President’s draft annual budget; and also 

adopt laws relating to budget processes, thus empowering it in order to be able 

to reinforce its budgetary control over the executive.
2
 The parliamentary 

system of government and the semi-presidential is at the other end of the 

spectrum.
3
 But both spectrums are at variance with what truly obtains in 

Nigeria where NASS members are more preoccupied with inflating budgets to 

enhance their chances of obtaining fat contracts. 

 

                                                 
1
 Ernesto Calvo (2007), ‘The Responsive Legislature: Public Opinion and Law Making in a Highly 

Discipline Legislature’, British Journal of Political Science, Vol 37/Issue 02/April 2007, pp. 263-280. 
2
 Ian Lienert (2005), ‘Who Controls the Budget: The Legislature or the Executive?’, IMF Working 

Papers 2005. 
3
 Ibid. 
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That said, it is a known fact that legislatures could act as game-changers 

when it matters most. This is indicative of the fact that changes in the rules of 

the electoral game in an established political system can bring about marginal 

shifts in partisan biases. But conversely, in the early days of fragile, new 

democracies, the electoral law carries great significance.
4
 

 

On the surface of it, Nigeria’s legislature has been a less than useful part 

of the campaign to re-position a nation on a permanent reverse. ‘Self’ is still 

foremost in these political calculations. Those ingredients that are inherently 

factored as key to stabilising the nation are either being jettisoned or 

completely relegated. They are aplenty: Freedom of Information (FOI) bill, 

Immunity clause, arbitrary cross-carpeting by elected officials and the illegality 

of constituency projects. The reform/amendments would have been radical if 

only the NASS members were brave enough to include a provision in the 

constitution for a single term of four years tenure across board for all political 

office holders; pegging nomination fees for all political office in Nigeria by all 

parties at a rate commiserate with the national minimum wage; revert wages of 

all elected leaders to standardized civil service rates; adoption of Option A4 

Open Ballot System for Nigeria; etc. These wholly illustrate the Weberian 

characterisation of the Nigerian state of failings in its constitutional functions. 

 

At this stage, it is imperative to mention that it is perhaps no longer 

early to say that the military that drafted the present constitution appear to have 

more grit compared to NASS after more than a decade under democratic rule. 

This conclusion is not a reductionist attempt at simplifying the comparison 

between military rule and democratic rule. 

 

When both are actually compared within the context of the Nigerian 

situation, it is not entirely presumptuous to accept the widely held view in 

                                                 
4
 John R. Hibbing (1992), ‘A Democratic Legislature in the Making of the Hungarian Elections of 

1990s’, Comparative Political Studies, January 1992 Vol. 24 No. 4. pp. 430-454. 
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Nigeria and elsewhere that the last military regime that handed over power to 

the civilian authority in 1999 somewhat matches Robin Luckham’s (1994) 

estimation of the military elites as ‘the prototype of modernity.’ This is the 

synoptic portrayal of the military not only as the bulwark against disorder, but 

as a modernising and stabilising source of organisational strength for state 

order. Though, some have castigated the military’s organisational model as 

more of an impediment, there has been no hesitation in the postulation of the 

simple relationship between military professionalism and modernity, especially 

one characterised by determinism.
5
 There is no doubt there has been an absence 

of determinism within the ranks of the civilian authority together with NASS in 

Nigeria since 1999. Such absence may have led to increased expectation on the 

military whenever the civilians appear to be failing to pull through, especially 

when the perception that civil rule in Nigeria as presently constituted is a 

repressive apparatchik is increasingly popular. 

 

When party regulates participation in the electoral process by posting 

non-refundable nomination fees ranging from five million to twenty million 

naira, then the field is no longer level as envisaged; and this leads to alienation 

and disenfranchisement. Would this not mean that all those dictates in the 

constitution about equality and justice are hogwash? The consistency in the 

alienation as evidenced in inequality and injustice across the land is akin to 

Stephen A. Brighton’s (2008) portrayal of the Irish experience in the 19th-

Century America, where  

 

the social and spatial distance created is fostered stigmas and stereotypes 

that often move beyond the dialectic of ‘us’ versus ‘them’ to a ‘dominant’ 

versus ‘subordinate’.
6
  

 

                                                 
5
 Robin Luckham (1994), ‘The Military, Militarisation and Democratisation in Africa: A Survey of 

Literature and Issues’, African Studies Review, Vol. 37, No. 2 (Sep., 1994), pp. 13-75. 
6
 Stephen A. Brighton (2008), The Material Evidence of the Irish and Irish American Experience, 

1850-1910’, Historical Archaelogy, Vol. 42, No. 4. (2008) pp. 132-153. 
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This sort of labelling by inference naturally leads to dire consequences given 

the widened social and economic gap between the dominant society (that is the 

government) and the governed; and again, where the latter is subjected to a 

round of alienation from most facets of society and slow economic and cultural 

advancement.
7
 

 

This is the narrative which emanated from Charles Dicken’s A Journey 

which describes poverty like the type in Nigeria as similar to that of 1842. 

Dickson’s agenda was  

 

to express to the middle and wealthier classes that belief that the physical 

environment of cities bred poverty and the degradation of humanity, his 

work reflected the views of the period that equated poverty with danger.
8
 

 

But wait a minute, why has the EFCC not identified this as the principal 

cause of corruption in Nigeria? Does the EFCC have a research unit? Reduce 

the nomination fees in Nigeria and our politics would become vibrant and 

populated by the very best. This, also, may have escaped the minds of the 

operators of the electoral system and the larger society. Perhaps, they would 

have contemplated the widely accepted dictum that ‘fraud is contagious and 

corrosive; allow small frauds to escape unpunished and they will soon grow.’
9
 

There is no reason to continually allow such apparent self-sustaining growth in 

corruption. A study of factors responsible for this growth could be traced to the 

interdependence of individual, organisational and/or environmental factors. 

Isolating a single factor from above may obscure the fact that organisational 

                                                 
7
 Ibid. 

8
 Ibid. 

9
 Niki A. den Nieuwenboer and Muel Kaptein (2008), ‘Spiralling down into Corruption: A Dynamic 

Analysis of the Social Identity process that Cause Corruption in Organisations to Grow’, Journal of 

Business Ethics, Vol. 83, No.2 (Dec., 2008), pp. 133-146. 
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degradation of great structures like INEC and EFCC may intensify Nigeria’s 

problem.
10

 

 

This is particularly the case as Nigeria needs replacements here and there. 

But the dearth of replacement has left a patriotic people praying for a quick 

recovery from these existent ills. Let us genuinely search for leaders who 

possess charisma in place of effervescence, quietly and busily efficient in 

turning around the fortunes of the country, generally disciplined (including the 

immediate family), reliable and steady approach on governance. He must not 

be one who will maraud into obvious corruption through acts of intimidation. 

He must like a footballer swap forward and offer forward-thinking tenacity and 

thrust that can unnerve those who have sunk Nigeria to this bottom. 

 

This would be the most significant way forward for Nigeria for it will 

stymie ethnic and religious agitation for power. Come off it, three years is 

enough to make impact in the life of any nation. On this score, orthodoxy of 

thought and imagination has gelled on the way forward. But unfortunately the 

amendments are hopscotch. Thus in re-enlivening the factualness of Karl 

Marx’s dictum that history repeats itself first as tragedy and second as a farce, 

then you will readily agree there is something still ridiculously brewing for 

Nigeria. 

 

Is there a leader-follower relationship in Nigeria and across the rest of 

Africa? There are evidential lessons to draw from history. The Islamic 

revolution in Iran as a matter of fact did not fulfil Ayatollah Khomeini’s 

messianic aspirations. But still driven by those dreams of glory, Ayatollah kept 

pursuing his greater goal of one nation under his control. This is irrespective of 

the fundamental political, economic and social changes; and the violence and 

havoc that the revolution unleashed on Iran. But then, this remains a vivid 

                                                 
10

 Ibid. 
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demonstration of how powerful forces can be mobilised by a charismatic 

leader-follower relationship. It is imperative to elaborate herein the political 

psychology of this type of relationship between leaders and followers. In 

essence, there are crucial aspects of the psychology of the leader which like a 

key fits to unlock the crucial aspects of the psychology of followers. The 

predominant determinant of this relationship is the compelling forcefulness of 

the leader’s personality and in a way whereby the followers were essentially 

choice less.
11

 

 

Deepening the argument further is the predication and predilection of 

political leadership role to social experience. This position extrapolates that 

political leaders symbolise and try to give effect to deeply held conviction 

whether individual or shared on how individuals should live in society. The 

logical options of this relationship are three-fold; self-versus-others which 

encourages structured competition; the second is self-in-other in which each 

individual prefers the other and submerges his self-interest for the collective; 

and the third is self-and-other, which contains an ideal or promissory element 

based on a form of social connection.
12

 This illuminates the descriptive 

expositions on leaders and can help for prediction. Thus, followers leader are 

emblems of selfhood.
13

 

 

Members of Nigeria’s legislature are no longer snarling like in the past 

due mainly to results of the recent positive direction on moral searching as 

exemplified by a few on the matters of contract inflation in Nigeria is 

encouraging. But while on the one hand the legislature has shown that they are 

strong and powerful, on the other, they have failed to demonstrate that required 

political skill. For now, they look plain frightened and this will persist until 

they have rightly positioned the interest of quite a significant number of 

                                                 
11

 Jerrold M. Post (1986), ‘Narcissism and the Charismatic Leader-Follower Relationship’, Political 

Psychology, Vol. 7, No. 4, (Dec., 1986), pp. 675-688. 
12

 Ibid. 
13

 Ibid. 
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ordinary Nigerians. Nigerians need a giant cuddle and not well aimed phlegm. 

This must begin through adjustments and cuts in the number of NASS 

legislators. The alternative to this is to dissolve an aspect of the NASS by 

consensus. This is because Nigeria cannot afford a bicameral legislature. Ditto 

the executive arm of government which also require a 60 per cent cut in the 

size of its cabinet. They therefore owe the nation and the citizenry that salient 

ability to add a snap and steel to those factors that will stabilise the polity and 

also enhance self-check against arbitrariness. They have the gravitas to do this 

and so they must write their names in gold. The principal difference and 

seeming optimism will undoubtedly propel teeming Nigerians to sacrifice their 

heart for Nigeria. 

 

The rights of the citizenry to good governance are imperative in this 

instance. The people can only be more assured when as a principle; there is a 

strict  

 

adherence to good corporate, economic, and political governance. Good 

governance, in all of its facets, has been demonstrated to be positively 

correlated with the achievement of better growth rates, and particularly 

through the building of institutions in support of markets.
14

  

 

Good governance is imperative because it ensures the efficient utilisation of 

scarce resources to promote independence. Crucial at this instance is emphasis 

on ‘the importance of building or rebuilding weak and decaying institutions 

that currently constrain West African political and economic development.’
15

 

 

Additionally, it is a known fact that across Africa, there is the 

conflicting dimension of citizenship, nationality and ethnicity which mainly 

                                                 
14

 Kempe Ronald Hope, (2002), ‘From Crisis to Renewal: Towards a Successful Implementation of the 

New Partnership For Africa’s Development’, Africa Affairs 2002 101, pp. 387-402. 
15

 Patrick Johnston (2004), ‘Governance and Insecurity in West Africa’, African Affairs, Vol 103, pp. 

295-96.  
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leads to policy of exclusion, marginalisation and racism. While there is a 

debate on the source of this variance, there is a claim that this may simply be 

part of the creation of society.
16

  

 

The legislature in this guise must go the whole hog in a way epitomised 

by the argument of greater dynamism strengthened by an enduring reliability. 

They must chose not to be remembered for being Nigeria’s richest club; not 

ones creating chaos out of order rather than order out of chaos; but one 

determined to help raise morale in the larger community spirit. 

 

Any genuine way forward for Nigeria must begin by our leaders taking 

conscious steps to reform themselves and engage in proper reforms that will 

connect the society to current global development trends. This should 

ordinarily be a source of worry given that Nigeria disturbingly fits into such 

phrase often used to describe Africa, as ‘a continent betrayed, in chaos, in self-

destruction, in crisis, existing in name only, being predatory or kleptocratic, or 

collapsed into anarchy and viciousness.’
17

 This colouration portrays Africa in 

general and Nigeria in particular, as lacking the capacity and willingness to 

come to grips on the need to develop, own and implement  

 

a sustained policy and institutional environment conducive to, among 

other things, good governance, entrenchment of democracy, peace and 

security, growth and development, and poverty reduction.
18

 

 

                                                 
16

 Michelle Engeler’s (2009) Review of Making Nations, Creating Strangers: States and Citizenship in 

Africa, Sara Dorman, Daniel Hammert and Paul Nugent (eds), African Affairs, Vol. 108. No. 431 pp. 

321-339. 
17

 Kempe Ronald Hope, (2002), ‘From Crisis to Renewal: Towards a Successful Implementation of the 

New Partnership For Africa’s Development’, Africa Affairs, 2002 101, pp. 387-402. 
18

 Ibid. 
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A nation can gain legitimacy when it is able to promote and sustain 

economic and social development. This is even more crucial as the first 

generation of development economists considered economic growth as 

essential, especially when it is paired with structural transformation of society 

at large. Meanwhile the end goal in this guise for any contemporary society is 

modern growth characterised by technological advances, high rates of growth, 

increase in productivity and structural transformation of the economy. But this 

must be backed by appropriate and specific government strategies.
19

  

 

From the foregoing, there is reason to believe this should be a source for 

concern to Nigerian leadership given that the nation’s development, 

econometric-wise, is static irrespective of the fact that one of its former leaders, 

Olusegun Obasanjo, together with presidents Mbeki of South Africa and 

Bouteflika of Algeria were the key originators of the New Partnership for 

Africa’s Development (NEPAD). This is all the convincing reasons why those 

who superintend Nigeria must realise that the logic, essence and philosophy of 

nationhood is purely the welfare and security of citizens through humanitarian, 

progressive and egalitarian ideals, enforced through the instrumentality of 

government. These are fundamental obligations that have been largely absent 

in Nigeria’s more than 50 years of independence. It would be unwise for us all 

to continue to pretend that our working class people are earning decent wages; 

that unemployment is inexistent; that our educational system is not in coma; 

that our industries are alive and doing well; that we have stopped importing 

everything, including petroleum products. 

 

                                                 
19

 Ellen Hillbom (2011), ‘Botswana: A Development-Oriented Gate-Keeping State’, African Affairs, 

Vol 111, No. 442, pp. 67-89. 
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Flowing from these concerns are revelations of: the failing nature of 

Nigeria’s democracy; our politicians not making room for issue-based politics 

to which past military junta gave short shrift (this itself is surely stretching the 

law to a silly extreme); inbuilt political nostalgia due to the poor and irascible 

methods at politicking; and our characteristic insouciance at rambling over 

serious matters and the haste in sweeping them under the carpet. The issue of 

INEC’s voters register under Maurice Iwu after billions of US dollars spent on 

it has been swept under the carpet and in the same characteristic haste a lazy 

NASS and successive governments have never deemed it necessary to institute 

a probe to ascertain what actually went wrong in order to punish those found 

wanting, especially those who swelled the voters registers with fictitious 

names.  

 

This was naked TREASON. It is ironic that rather than do this, Nigeria in 

the usual characteristic haste doled out another mouth-watering N89 billion to a 

similar exercise few years after, thus again, becoming the laughing butt of other 

serious nations. Could this be why Nigeria has been relegated to the status of 

an unserious nation? What was wrong with Humphrey Nwosu’s Open Ballot 

system that requires less than 10 per cent of the budget that has been handed to 

the present INEC? The perception being propagated unknowingly is that 

Nigeria has become a perennial psycho-guff. Half of what has been given to 

INEC should have been used to enhance security in Nigeria. At least that would 

have procured infra-red Helicopters for our much vilified Police Force for 

aerial policing. This paper is of the view that the future generation of leaders 

will certainly reopen this matter one day. 

 

Why does Nigeria’s democracy contrast those of elsewhere? Like Joseph 

Schumpeter who in 1942 published Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, 
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perhaps it is high time Nigeria’s brand of democracy be debunked. There is 

every tendency to criticise the classical doctrine of democracy which posits that 

the ‘people through their common will elect representatives to realise the 

common good’.
20

 The argument is that there is nothing as common will or 

common good given evident autocracy which realises both. This is the case as 

there has never been a unanimously endorsed common good just as there is the 

inviolability of the will of the people. This is because such refrains of ‘will of 

the people’ are neither definite nor independent. The individual’s will with 

respect to democratic choice is not independent because it is mainly formed by 

the propaganda of leaders. Again, even if they are independent, then they 

would be too many and too diverse to be combined. This therefore presupposes 

that, democracy is about the competition of leaders for votes who thereafter 

manufacture the will of the people. There is also the misconception that voters 

control parliament which also controls the leader. How can this be possible 

when the judgement of a strong leader is always superior to that of the 

parliament?
21

  

 

Notwithstanding, democracy triumphalism despite these misconceptions 

still prevails–many thanks to Kant who argued in his Idea for a Universal 

History that the republican form of government was destined to supersede all 

others. In essence, it is obvious that a vast spread of the planet is under 

democracy compared to autocracy. This is what has been termed the 

universalization of Western liberal democracy as the final form of human 

government. In fact people of goodwill believed in the inevitability of 

democracy, the invincibility of progress, the decency of human nature, and the 

                                                 
20

 Gerry Mackie (2009), ‘Schumpeter’s Leadership Democracy’, Political Theory, Vol. 37, No. 1 (Feb., 

2009), pp. 128-153. 
21

 Ibid 
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coming reign of reason.

22
 But within democracy itself, there exists autocratic 

leaders, thus, dispelling such notions of a liberal democracy. 

 

Nigeria’s post-independence era is not any different from the present, 

because both eras have proven to be utterly disappointing. The narratives from 

this is common: great  

 

expectations at independence; failure of the state and elites to address 

African development and democracy; crisis of rule, poverty and social 

withdrawal; structural adjustment programmes; internal opposition; 

democratic transitions with varied outcomes; and the present 

disappointment with democracy.
23

 

 

Worse still, it is equally a known fact that the post-independent African 

states only benefited a small elite that occupied its highest echelons (till date) 

and with the material conditions of the rest of the population pauperised. This 

may have been due to the failure of the elites in restructuring the newly 

independent states along genuine democratic lines.
24

 Others have also 

questioned the credentials and capacity of the opposition. The question 

bothered on whether the opposition elites could actually democratise Africa.
25

 

 

                                                 
22

 Arthur Schlesinger Jr. (1197), ‘Has Democracy a Future?’ Foreign Affairs, Vol. 76, No. 5 (Sept. –

Oct., 1997), pp. 2-22. 
23

 Thiven Reddy (2008), ‘The Challenge of African Democracy’, Review Article, African Affairs, Vol. 

107, No. 428, pp. 471-481. 
24

 Ibid. 
25

 Ibid. 
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Could the problem have arisen as a result of the critical aspect of the fatal 

constitutional and structural flaw put in place by the British in the construction 

of the Nigerian state? This relates to the minority question in Nigeria that has 

provided an evidential basis and a well-crafted narrative for explaining the 

inexorable problem of minority in Nigeria.
26

 Conversely, there is the view that 

even though the Babangida regime may have failed to deliver on the 

democratic project for Nigeria, the fact is that convoluted democratisation 

programme  

offered opportunities to various interest groups to once again raise 

fundamental but previously suppressed issues related to the “national 

question”. For the Ogonis of Rivers State, it was time to confront the 

federal state on fundamental issues of injustice of “killing the goose that 

lays the golden egg”. For a long time, these communities have had serious 

grievances which have not been well addressed. Foremost is that although 

the bulk of crude oil, the country’s main source of revenue, is derived 

from their lands, they belong to the ranks of the most backward, and 

politically marginalised groups in the country.
27

 

 

Nigeria’s democracy as it presently stands is quaky, quirky and puerile. 

Its only major achievement are loopholes for possible revisionist (if serious) to 

hijack and instil certain changes especially on two angles. The first hypothesis 

cavils that in Nigeria, democracy has remained the epitome of sterile politics 

always matching the expectations of foreign observers whose conclusions on 

all our electoral processes are with unanimity: bad-tempered, lack of 

preparation, rigging, killings, which extinguishes every trace of a virtue of a 

thriving state. 

                                                 
26

 Wale Adebanwi (2012), Review Article ‘On A Nation Betrayed: Nigeria and the Minorities 

Commission of 1957’ by Michael Vickers, African Affairs, March 1, 2012. 
27

 Eghosa E. Osaghae, ‘The Ogoni Uprising: Oil Politics, Minority Agitation and The Future of the 

Nigerian State’, African Affairs, Vol. 94, pp. 325-344. 
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The other comes from those within who feel those in the political 

hierarchy have somehow successfully perverted the electoral authenticity. This 

valuable suggestion argues that progress can only be attained unless a new 

generation of patriots move in not only to prevent those who have consistently 

stolen political mandates but also those who have forcibly remained stuck by it 

all these decades-a period increasingly interchangeable with sanctioned 

exclusivity from the international community. 

 

But while political reforms remains pivotal in rehabilitating Nigeria’s 

political mainstream, the citizenry and some elites must move away from its 

usual political passivity and shift towards a more enduring and robust 

participation. Political passivity translates to a history of profound frustration 

of a nation of 160 million people against a minority group of less than 3,000 

elites who have held Nigeria in the jugular right from independence, perhaps 

even after tomorrow. 

 

There is a danger in underestimating the power of the people despite their 

known traits of passivity to political development. Lessons on this could be 

drawn from a 1857 India where a mutiny broke out in Meerut, a town 50 

kilometres north-east of Delhi which headquartered a division of the Bengal 

army. Within 24 hours, the mutineers, crossing the bridge of boats on the 

Yamuna river, reached Delhi. The garrison in Delhi also revolted leading to the 

massacre of British residents and thus the immediate acceptance of the 

leadership of the rebellion by Bahdur Shah II, the Mughal king in Delhi. This 

invariably acted as a catalyst for other revolts in the following days and months 

in stations across north and central India. The revolt immediately transformed 

into popular uprisings as peasants, local notables and urban groups (that had 
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been previously written off as passive) cutting across castes and creeds joined 

in the revolt.
28

 

 

But are these 160 million Nigerian people capable of pushing out the less 

than 3000 elite to seize their destiny with bold hands? Rhapsodizing on this is 

possible, but this certainty remain impossible notwithstanding certain 

excitements in the air when debates in beer parlours and religious centres 

concerns talks of eliminating this political vice. This is also understandable. 

For so long, the Nigerian masses have been cast as villains for their patriotism 

and religious beliefs. This will astound every political pundit with genuine 

democratic credentials, to marvel at the barely fit political leaders striding 

majestically across the political space in Nigeria. What amazes one is their 

egoistical candour as if they are making a sublime cameo in a movie. This is 

even worsened by the unshakeable perception being sold to the world that they 

are capable hands on governance.  

 

Now it is time to walk the walk. Let Nigerian have elected leaders rather 

than coronation. Let it be those who are ready to run for leadership and are also 

prepared to relish the scrutiny of a contest. In all ramifications, coronation can 

never and will never be a good idea for Nigeria. One will naturally speak 

against coronation if you reckon the scars of disunity and its accompanying ills. 

It is left to Nigerians to rise above board and commonly have aversion to 

coronal functionalism for it boils down to a cowardly, pathetic and disgraceful 

act that impugns on collective psyche and integrity.  

 

But conversely, if the elites are allowed to continue on that well-beaten 

path given the obvious naked self-interest, then Nigerians would have 

succeeded in providing enough raw materials to thriving satirists within and 

                                                 
28

 Nayanjot Lahiri (2003), ‘Commemorating and Remembering 1857: The Revolt in Delhi and Its 

Afterlife’, World Archaeology, Vol. 35, No. 1, The Social Commemoration of Warfare (Jun., 2003), 

pp. 35-60. 
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without. And then it would become so glaring why Nigeria is taken as an 

unserious among comity of nations. And when Nigeria walks in the midst of 

other nations, what it gets won’t be a wild cheering but that notoriously on a 

fast drive to a badly bruised nation requiring surgical attention. And 

particularly insulting in all this is the marginal political elites who remain bent 

on perpetually whipping this great nation on its bottom. To be candid, these 

conducts are reason enough for many Nigerians never to be able to contemplate 

being good followers.  

 

This kind of insecure system only works to the advantage of the 

masterminds of bad governance, especially as fraudulent activities was easy to 

perpetuate. When this occurs, it becomes a noxious by-product of a pretentious 

democracy. Is there really a theoretical justification to boost this given the 

growing apathy? There cannot and will never be one given the accelerating 

public apathy, which has always worked to the advantage of the enemy 

presiding on what they think, albeit wrongly is a banana republic. Yet the 

problem is there. This is a farce that must not be allowed to continue, for it 

shames nation-building. 

 

Many would dismiss these fears as scaremongering, but the truth remains. 

It is that of the people’s cynicism towards the governmental process. Thus 

there is the continuing debate on who among the two that is, the elite (often 

ascribed as responsible for misrule and for all the ills in the land) and the 

people (for being passive and ineffective) is more tainted and responsible for 

the distortion in the land. In this debate, one disquieting straw is the extent of 

the damage on Nigeria. So who is in the dock?   

 

One thing is certain. The clock is ticking. No matter what anyone says, 

the iron rule of oligarchy prevails: a minority (of individuals) right from 1960 

superintends the majority with a rascally boldness even in the face of persisting 

misgivings. The minority have the power which the majority do not have. 
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Those in power have largely succeeded in bamboozling the hapless minority 

with that mentality that those who control the machinery of government have 

the power of life and death. Usually so sanguine, usually so restrained, the 

masses may soon openly confront the system. The elites could be forgiven for 

strolling jauntily to the seat of governance but the people are seething with rage 

because those leading have been too inhibited and too unimaginative. If only 

they had rifled in more urgency and reach for the tactics.  

 

What Nigeria really need now is purely a cut in the seeming complacency 

in the Three Arms zone. This will offer a chance to do things differently. It is 

all about making opportunity while at the same time continuing to make sure 

the focus is on delivering democracy dividends. They should stop acting big by 

doing the talk, shake up the balance of power and change the nature of 

Nigeria’s controversial constitution. Is this really a democracy? No. This is 

wholly a salute to opportunism since the system remains riddled with so much 

unfairness. 


